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To Botanists. — We know that it is not customary to advertise a 
journal in the space generally devoted to contributors, but we wish 
this to be not merely an advertisement, but a special address to all 
botanists. The Gazette has now entered upon the fourth year of its 
existence and has steadily grown in favor. It will appear this year 
in a somewhat different form, which we hope will meet the approval 
of all our friends. The type is larger and the number of pages in- 
creased to twelve. It has been suggested that we raise the subscrip- 
tion price, but we have concluded to keep it at its present rate for 
another year, desiring to reach as many botanists as possible. It is 
extremely difficult to keep in running order a journal devoted exclu- 
sively to one department of science and for this reason we call upon 
all botanists to lend us their aid both by subscription and the contri- 
bution of articles One dollar a year is not much for any botanist 
to spend upon a paper devoted to his own department, and if all the 
working botanists of this country would unite, they could sup- 
port a first-class journal. It was with some visionary hopes that sucli 
a thing would finally grow out of it that the Gazette was underta- 
ken, and those hopes have not yet been abandoned. We have al- 
ready received cordial support from a large class of botanists and 
they have our hearty thanks, but we would ask one thing more of 
them, and that is that they try to induce their botanical acquaintances 
to subscribe and write for the Gazette. 

We have put on a cover for the double purpose of protecting the 
body of the Gazette and giving us room for advertisements and to 
this also we would call the attention of botanists. If any of you wish 
to exchange, sell or procure plants, the simplest and cheapest way is 
to advertise. A few lines of advertisement will thus accomplish 
what one or two hundred letters can not. Books, microscopes, any- 
thing pertaining to the science should be constantly presented to the 
eyes of working botanists. 

The material of the Gazette will be just what its subscribers make 
it. If they promptly send us contributions, long or short, so that we 
can have a large amount of material to select from, we can promise 
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the choicest of reading. It is desirable to make the articles as varied 
as is possible in a single branch of science, but Ave have concluded 
not to publish bare lists of plants as not being of sufficient interest 
to the general reader. A large edition of this number has been sent 
out as a specimen number, and we hope that it will procure an im- 
mediate and favorable response from all who receive it. We can, as 
formerly, promise our readers contributions fi - om the leading bota- 
nists of the country, but we want, notes from the rank and file as well, 
for it is from them after all that our chief support must come. We 
press our claims upon you now with the more boldness as we have 
safely lived through the experimental age and have an established 
enterprise to call upon you to support. 

Panicuai littokale, n. sp. — Mr. Chas. Mohr has sent me from Mo- 
bile, Alabama, specimens of a Panicum which I can not find describ- 
ed. It grows among the drifting sands of the Gulf coast, having 
strong running rhizomas, sending up from the joints upright culms 
about a foot high, very leafy below, the sheaths large and loose, those 
of the lower joints, where covered with sand, being destitute of blade; 
above, the leaves are rigid, distichous, standing out at a strong angle 
from the culm, 3 to 4 inches long, 2 to 3 lines broad at the base and 
gradually narrowed to the acute point, becoming convolute, the 
sheaths, margins and lower surfaces sparsely hairy, the upper leaves 
rather distant and narrower; the panicle shortly exserted, 2 to 3 inches 
long, of 5 or 6 branches, single at the joints, but little branched and 
loosely flowered and not pubescent; the spikelets are small, about a 
line long, smooth, the sterile flower staminate, of 2 palets, the lower 
glume very short, broad, obtuse, i or i as long as the upper, which is 
ovate, pointed, 7-nerved, and about equalling the upper flower. 

In habit this species seems related to P. amarum, Ell., though it is 
smaller, with shorter leaves and much smaller panicle and flowers. 
From its habitat Mr. Mohr suggests that this may properly be called 
P. littoralc, in which I concur, as I can not find that name previously 
appropriated. Mr. Chas. Mohr will furnish specimens on applica- 
tion. — Geo. Vasey. 

In the Gazette for December, where I spoke of Fraximis Curtissii 
there should have been a reference to Dr. Gray's Synop. Flora N. 
A., page 75.— G. V. 

Shobtia galacifolia re-discovered. — A hundred years ago the elder 
Michaux collected, somewhere in the mountains of North Carolina, 
a specimen of a Pyrolaceous-looking plant, out of flower, or rather 



